4           ANCESTRY AND CHILDHOOD

he did not even bar his doors at night. His frame
house, now standing, was built in the midst of the
Indian troubles, and he had occupied it several
years before the principal massacres, the records of
which make the bloodiest pages in the annals of
Haverhill. The Hannah Dustin affair occurred in
1697, a year after the death of the pioneer. The
Dustins lived in the western part of tlie town, re-
mote from the Whittiers, and nearly all the tragic
events of these troublous times in Haverhill were
beyond the limits of the East Parish. But the In-
dians in their war paint occasionally passed up the
Country Brook, and the evening firelight in the
Whittier kitchen would reveal a savage face at
the window. But this household was never harmed.
Thomas Whittier was a contemporary of George
Fox, and appears to have had much respect for
the doctrines of the new Society of Friends. In
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1652, he was among the petitioners to the General
Court for the pardon of Eobert Pike, who had
been heavily fined for speaking against the order
prohibiting the Quakers Joseph Peasley and
Thomas Macy from exhorting on the Lord's Day.
The meetings of the Quakers had been held in
their own dwelling-houses. A petition against this
order had been signed by many of the residents of
Haverhill, and when it was presented in the Gen-
eral Court, a committee of that body was appointed
to wait upon the petitioners, and command them to
withdraw it or suffer the consequences. Some of
them did retract when thus called upon, but two of
the sixteen who refused were Thomas Whittier and
Christopher Hussey, both of them ancestors of the